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Federal Agencies

UHC/Change Cyberattack: As providers continue to deal with cash flow interruptions in
the wake of the largest-ever cyberattack on the U.S. health care system, the U.S.
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services has stepped in to offer some temporary relief.
In a program announced March 9, CMS outlined how qualified providers could receive
accelerated or advance payments that would be repaid by way of automatic deductions
from future claims.

The program was launched in response to a Feb. 21, 2024, hack of Change Healthcare,
a UnitedHealth Group subsidiary that manages multiple electronic data interchange
systems including claims processing, billing, and payment. The resultant shutdown of
Change systems has interrupted provider payment and made it difficult for patients to
access care. Known as the Change Healthcare/Optum Payment Disruption program, or
CHOPD, the plan offers accelerated payments to Medicare Part A providers and
advance payment to Medicare Part B providers. In both instances, the amounts would
reflect up to 30 days' worth of payments, with the exact amount based on a formula —
the total claims paid between Aug. 1 and Oct. 31, 2023, divided by three. After receiving
the CHOPD payment from CMS, providers would repay through Medicare claims
recoupment for 90 days, with a final payoff for any remaining amounts due on day 91.
Additional details, click HERE.

On Wednesday, May 1, 2024, the House Energy and Commerce Oversight and
Investigations Subcommittee will hold a hearing to “discuss the cyberattack on Change
Healthcare and how it impacts patients and providers.” UnitedHealth Group, Inc., CEO
Andrew Witty will testify before the Subcommittee. The hearing will begin at 2:00 p.m. EDT .
Details HERE.

United States Preventive Services Task Force: On March 15, 2024, APTA nominated
Dawn Magnusson to serve a four-year term on the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force. Her
breadth of academic and clinical experience spans numerous disciplines with areas of
expertise in population health, pediatric health services research, health disparities, and
community-based participatory research. Because of her dedication to promoting evidence-
based practices that improve population health and advance health equity, APTA believes
that Dr. Magnusson would be an excellent addition to the USPSTF.

National Institute of Health Meeting Request On April 5, 2024, APTA signed on to a letter
written by the Disability and Rehabilitation Research Coalition requesting a meeting with the

new director of NIH to discuss our support for the implementation of the recommendations of
the Working Group on Diversity's Subgroup on Individuals with Disabilities.
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Census Bureau: On April 5, 2024, APTA signed on to a letter written by the Disability and
Rehabilitation Research Coalition thanking the Census Bureau for reconsidering their
changes to the American Community Survey disability questions.

National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research: On
April 5, 2024, APTA signed on to a letter written by the Disability and Rehabilitation Research
Coalition thanking Director Forber-Pratt for the 2024-2028 NIDILLR Long Range Plan that
demonstrates a commitment to advancing disability, rehabilitation, and independent living
research.

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services: On April 10, 2024, the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) issued its annual inpatient hospital payment
proposed rule (CMS-1808-P), which proposes the creation and testing of a new
mandatory alternative payment model, the Transforming Episode Accountability Model
(TEAM). Mandatory participation would only be for hospitals, but the model aims to
improve coordination of care and accountability in acute and post-acute settings for five
separate surgical interventions, including lower extremity joint replacement. APTA is
reviewing the rule and plans to comment on the proposed model as it relates to post-
acute and acute rehabilitation.

U.S. Congress

APTA Congressional Tracker: New APTA resource to track the various APTA-supported
bills in the 118" Congress. Go to: APTA Legislative Update Bill Status | APTA

Falls Prevention: On March 11, 2024, APTA-backed bipartisan legislation was introduced in
the U.S. House known as the Stopping Addiction and Falls for the Elderly Act, or SAFE
Act (H.R. 7618),the legislation now in the U.S House of Representatives would make
falls screening, including those conducted by PTs, a regular part of both the so-called
"Welcome to Medicare" visit, officially titled the Initial Preventive Physical Examination,
and the Medicare Annual Wellness Visit. The bill was introduced by Reps. Carol Miller,
R-W.Va., and Melanie Stansbury, D-N.M.

The idea behind the SAFE Act is twofold: to reduce falls among older adults and,
through that reduction, to decrease opioid use that often occurs after a fall injury.
Specifically, the bill would ensure that beneficiaries who were identified by their
physicians as having experienced a fall in the year prior to their Initial Preventive
Physical Examination would be referred to a physical therapist for screening and
preventive services. In addition, beneficiaries who've been enrolled in Medicare for at
least a year and who choose to participate in an annual wellness visit (different from an
annual physical) would be referred for a separate falls risk assessment and potential
additional PT services if the annual wellness visit reveals that they've fallen within the
previous year. The SAFE Act aligns with APTA’s ongoing public policy priorities of
expanding health benefits under federal programs, such as Medicare, to include
coverage for preventive and wellness services provided by physical therapists to help
reduce downstream costs. This priority legislation was part of APTA’s Capitol Hill Day on
April 15-16 in Washington, DC.
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O&P - On March 19, 2024, a senate companion bill to the Medicare Orthotics and
Prosthetics and Patient Centered Care Act (H.R. 4315) by Senators Mark Warner (D-VA)
and Steve Daines (R-MT). This legislation would ensure that Medicare beneficiaries are
able to access the orthotic and prosthetic devices they need through three major
provisions. First, ensure that Medicare beneficiaries have timely access to a
replacement custom-fitted and custom-fabricated orthosis if an ordering physician
determines that a replacement orthosis is necessary due to a change in the
physiological condition of the patient, there has been an irreparable change in the
condition of the orthosis, or the cost of repairs would be excessive. Under current law,
Medicare beneficiaries often wait years before the Medicare program will cover a
replacement orthosis, regardless of whether the orthosis is medically necessary.
Second, put into law an exemption from competitive bidding for physical therapists,
occupational therapy practitioners, orthotists and prosthetists, and physicians when
providing off-the-shelf, or OTS, orthoses to Medicare beneficiaries in the course of their
practice, allowing these providers to furnish OTS orthoses without a competitive bidding
contract. Finally, reduce the likelihood of waste, fraud, and abuse by prohibiting “drop-
shipment” of all custom-fitted and custom-fabricated orthoses and all prostheses to a
Medicare beneficiary’s home without any clinical intervention by a provider or supplier.
This would result in significant cost-savings to the Medicare program while protecting
patient access to clinical assessments, fittings, adjustments, and other related clinical
care. More info HERE.

Telehealth: On March 25-2024, APTA submitted a comment letter to the House Ways and
Means Committee in response to the Committee’s hearing on expanding access to
healthcare in rural and medically underserved areas. APTA’'s comments urged the
Committee to consider and pass H.R. 3875 — the Expanded Telehealth Access Act —to
permanently include PTs and PTAs as authorized providers of telehealth to Medicare
patients. Similarly, on April 92024, APTA submitted a letter to the House Energy and
Commerce Subcommittee on Health in response to the Committee’s hearing on telehealth
policy. APTA urged the Committee to adopt H.R. 3875 and H.R. 7623 — the Telehealth
Modernization Act. On that same day, a coalition of therapy provider associations, which
includes APTA, sent a separate letter to the Committee urging Congress to pass H.R. 3875
and H.R. 7623 before the end of the year when many telehealth flexibilities and waivers are
scheduled to expire. On May 21:2024, APTA, the American Occupational Therapy
Association (AOTA), the American Speech-Hearing-Language Association (ASHA), and the
Hospital for Special Surgery will host a special Capitol Hill Briefing on the use of telehealth by
therapy providers, with a focus on H.R. 3875.

Medicare Fee Schedule Reform: On April 11, 2024, APTA submitted a Statement for the
Record” to the U.S. Senate Finance Committee for their hearing titled “Bolstering Chronic
Care through Medicare Physician Payment.” APTA’s comments highlighted the recent
Economic Value of PT Report and outlined various policy proposals to improve payment and
reduce administrative burden for therapy providers based on APTA’s "Policy Principles for
Therapy Reform Under the Medicare Physician Fee Schedule" *copy of APTA statement
posted on PPAC HUB File Library under ‘Comment Letters.’

Allied Health Workforce Diversity Program Funding: On April 15, 2024, Sen Bob Casey
(D-PA) introduced “The Long-term Care Workforce Support Act” (S. 4102). Among other
provisions, the bill would provide for an annual Congressional appropriation of $10 million per
year to the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) for the program through
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2029. In addition, APTA in collaboration with AOTA and ASHA submitted appropriations
requests to almost 30 Congressional offices requesting federal funds to implement the Allied
Healthcare Workforce Diversity program. The APTA-supported program was enacted into
law in late 2022 but Congress did not provide funding for it at the time. AHWD program
would provide grants to accredited PT and PTA education programs for them use to recruit
and retain students who are under-represented in the field of physical therapy (as well as
occupational therapy, speech-language pathology, and respiratory therapy).

Advocate Engagement Opportunities

e APTA Capitol Hill Day was held April 14-16, 2024, in Washington, DC and was attended by
230 APTA advocates with over 300 legislator meetings. Advocates visited all 535 members
of Congress with folder drops offs. Advocates heard from lawmakers including Sen. John
Boozman (R-AR), Rep. Carol Miller (R-WV), and Rep. Darren Soto (D-FL), as well as CNN
commentator Paul Begala. Advocates were prepared for their Capitol Hill meetings by APTA
staff, and attended breakout sessions to learn more about advocacy and how to be effective
advocates. Please contact Laura Keivel (laurakeivel@apta.orqg) if you have any questions.

¢ Quality Payment Program: CMS is collecting information to better understand the
experiences of QPP participants who have submitted Performance Year (PY) 2023 data.
Consider responding to this survey to help CMS identify how the submissions process can
be improved, as well as what’s working well.

o APTA Regulatory, Legislative, and Payment Updates Webinar Series: APTA's Health
Policy and Payment team will provide overviews of the most significant federal regulatory
and commercial payer policy changes throughout the year. Registration is free to APTA
members, and CEUs are expected to be available closer to the live webinar dates.

o Upcoming:
= June 6: APTA Regqulatory, Legislative, and Payment Updates, June 2024.
= Aug. 8: APTA Regulatory, Legislative, and Payment Updates, August 2024.
= Oct. 10: APTA Regulatory, Legislative, and Payment Updates, October 2024.
= Nov. 14: APTA Regulatory, Legislative, and Payment Updates, November
2024.

o Previous Webinars (Recordings Available):
= April 4: APTA Regulatory, Legislative, and Payment Updates, April 2024.
(CEUs Available for this Webinar, 1.0 Contact Hours Approved).

APTA Articles of Interest

e Defining Moment | Following a Calling for Advocacy | APTA (Featuring PPAC member
Mercedes Aguirre Valenzuela, PT, DPT)

e UPDATED: Perspective | A Closer Look at the New Medicare Advantage Rule: Coverage
Criteria and Prior Authorization | APTA
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News | APTA State Medicaid Guide Updated | APTA

News | New Member Benefit Makes It Easy to Track Chapter-Relevant State Legislation |
APTA

Research Review | Study: MA Home Health Patients Fare Worse Than Those With
Traditional Medicare | APTA

News | APTA Wins AMA Award for Education on Caregiver Training Codes | APTA

Requlatory Review | Proposed FY '25 SNF and IRF Rules: Payment Increases, Tougher
SNF Enforcement | APTA

Article |APTA Fee Schedule Calculator Updated to Reflect Recent Changes | APTA

News | CMS Offers Accelerated and Advanced Payments in Response to Change
Cyberattack | APTA

News | Mercer U. Three-peats Student Advocacy Challenge Win | APTA

News | APTA-Backed Senate Resolution Focuses on 'Epidemic of Burnout' in Health Care |
APTA

News | APTA-Backed Legislation Beefs Up Falls Screening, Prevention by PTs in Medicare |
APTA

News | Get Reqular Insights on Requlatory, Legislative, and Payment Issues From APTA
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